
GARDEN VILLAGE MINUTES   February 20, 2012 

The meeting was called to order by Jim Heywood, President.  A quorum was present.  Minutes of the 

January 16, 2012 Annual Meeting were accepted as published.  Jules Chriest, Treasurer, reported: 

Operating Fund, $33,396. and Reserve Fund, $118,767. In January,  $2600. was spent on building 104 

due to the failure of a garden window. 

Jennifer Barnes, Accounting Manager, was introduced.  She brought a recommendation for each of the 

Villages and the Umbrella Board to change our operating accounts to Alliance Association Financial 

Services, (AAFS), a division of Bank of Nevada and Western Alliance Bancorp. The move could reduce 

banking fees and expenses by more than 70%.  AAFS’s mission is to provide community associations 

with banking options that fit the unique needs of our Condominium Associations.  They are experienced 

in working with Planned Communities such as ours.  Jennifer answered several questions regarding this 

change, and she asked that the Village Board vote on the change next month.   

Ewert Hilgemann, Community Manager, reported on several areas of the Community.  Those who are 

interested in signing up for Pea Patches should contact the Activities Office.  Compost will be delivered 

in March.  Watch Channel 8 for information.  Landscapers added colorful primroses to the annual beds.  

Be sure to read the March “To the Point” newsletter for Bob Sansing’s articles on “cost comparison” and 

“Someone Else”.  Ewert reminded us of the need to have a land-line phone in emergency situations.  

You need a plain old telephone (POP) as our cordless phones do not work without electricity.  These are 

available at Fred Meyer, Radio Shack, Best Buy.  Bakes Place is winding down to their March 31 closing.  

Sunday brunches have ceased, weekend jazz concerts through the end of Feb. and one night in March, 

March 17, St. Patties Day will be the last event.  The Restaurant Committee s interviewing caterers to be 

named our “preferred caterer”  for events at the restaurant dining room.  Ewert answered questions 

pertaining to the snow berms that blocked some of the cul de sacs during our storm.   Also there was a 

question about the moles---not much can be done.  They are always with us and trying to get rid of them 

is very expensive.   

Carol Visco, Grounds Committee, reported that there now will not be money allotted separately to each 

Village, but that the Umbrella Board will be allocating according to the Long Range Landscape Plan.  

Carol asked that residents report any dead shrubs or trees be reported to her. 

Bob Hedin, Pea Patch Representative, reported that he has made a tour of the Patch to check of the 

status of the clean up.  Letters went out to violators and the response has been good.  He reminded us 

that nails or screws in the timbers around the plots are forbidden.  They compromise the wood and also 

are a hazard to gardeners. 

Bob Doyle, Emergency/Safety Chairman, reported on the discussion at PP Emergency Preparedness 

Committee, meeting on Feb. 7th.  The discussion centered around the snow storm response.  

Communications is a problem when the power is out.  Cell phones may or may not work when the 

power is out.  Villages had trouble with their walkie-talkies.  All zone captains were contacted by phone 

and advised to be alert for anyone in difficulty.  There were several reports of neighbor helping neighbor 

and as far as we know no one was harmed during the emergency.  The North and South Community 



Buildings were opened as warming stations, but the roads and walks were too treacherous for people to 

get to them.  We did not have anyone needing to go to the community building for warmth, but if we 

did we would have had to rely on folks with 4 wheel drive vehicles.  Right now we know of two 4 wheel 

drive SUVs and we would like to know of other 4 wheel vehicles to add to our list of emergency 

resources.  Please call Bob Doyle if you have such a vehicle. If anyone has tools or equipment that you 

think might be helpful in an emergency, please let Bob know.  If you are trying to heat food or water in 

an emergency, please remember DO NOT USE CHARCOAL inside your unit. That includes the garage,  

and if you use a butane or propane small stove, be sure they are well ventilated and away from anything 

that could catch fire.  Saturday, March 31st, there will be another drill in cooperation with the city of 

Issaquah. 

Karl Plantinga, Building and Maintenance, will be taking Steve Gale’s spot.  There are some buildings 

that need gutter cleaning.  Jim added that the time for painting is approaching.  There are eight 

buildings scheduled to be painted this season.  Budget is set, but if some require too much repair, those 

not painted this year will be first on the list for the next year.  Lattice fences will be replacing some of 

the solid wood fences, due to the high cost of replacement. 

 Ruth Perlus, Welcome Chairman, announced new residents in Building 107.  They are Emery and 

Barbara Eckert.  Be sure and give them a big GV welcome.  Ruth urged everyone to attend the Umbrella 

Board meeting, Tuesday, Feb. 21.  Important issues are going to be discussed, including the proposed off 

leash dog park.   

Jules Chriest announced that there are no dues delinquencies in Garden Village. Jim Heywood spoke to 

the issue of putting up another YIELD sign at the round- about at the GV entrance.  He called for a 

motion on color choice for on building 104.  Moved by Art Dusto, seconded by Marge Robey.   The 

motion was passed.   

Hetty Watters reported for the PP Residents Event Committee.  The R/E committee has a goal of 

identifying, funding and supporting events that have a broad interest for Providence Point.  They hope 

for input from all residents or who have suggestions.  She would be happy to take those suggestions to 

the R/E  group.  This May is Garden Village’s month to host the all Village breakfast.  The R/E committee 

will no longer sponsor the breakfasts.  The activities staff will continue to prepare and sell tickets and to 

advertize the event in the usual way.  Several GV residents indicated an interest in exploring the 

possibility of the R/E committee buying matching and better quality flatware and dishes for all village 

breakfasts and other special events.   

Betty Evans presented a petition to the residents relating to the decision on the dog park.  Contact Betty 

for more information or to sign the petition.  There is more information that some folks may not know 

that relates to costs and other issues pertaining to the proposal 

Jim Heywood thanked everyone for coming and we thanked Jim for the Krispy Kremes.  Meeting was 

adjourned. 

Submitted by Joan King, Secretary 



  

 


