
GARDEN VILLAGE MINUTES   June 18, 2012 

The meeting was called to order by Jim Heywood, President.  A quorum was established and the May 

minutes were approved as published.  Jules Chriest, Treasurer, gave the financial report.  The Operating 

Fund is $41,483. and the Reserve Fund is $171,732. Ewert Hilgemann, Community Manager, gave his 

report.  Lawns are now being mowed and well managed after their spring growth burst.  The putting 

green has been closed for re-seeding, sanding and treating and will soon been open for use.  A number 

of Aspen trees have been removed from Hilltop Village due to causing damage to the infrastructure.  

They are being replaced with Jacquemontii Birch trees and flowering shrubs.  There are several other 

projects throughout the property which are part of the Long Range Landscape Plan.  The much talked 

about Marketing/Rebranding Plan was posted on the community website.  Residents are encouraged to 

review the plan in its entirety to better understand the elements of the plan.  Note that the plan refers 

to changing the name of PP to P Park, which  has been determined by the Umbrella Board last month 

will not happen.  On June 18th the Umbrella Board will meet to discuss the plan and prioritize the 

elements of the plan.  The Logo Contest is in full swing.  Entries are posted in the hallway outside the 

Activities Office. 

Carol Visco, Grounds Committee, reported that some clean-up was done, by volunteers, in the fire lane.  

Emery and Barbara Eckert, residents in building 107, have requested permission to do some landscape 

changes.  It was moved by Marge Robey, seconded by Jules Chriest, that the Board approve their 

request.  The motion passed. Steve Gale, Building Committee, reported the fire alarm system will be 

checked by Smith.  Steve emphasized how important it is for everyone to have their entrance lock key 

be part of the master key system.   Security must have access to units in the case of an emergency.  It is 

important that renters living in GV units also have personal insurance.  One can check with Property 

Management on the issue.  The condition of the mail boxes is the responsibility of Property 

Management. 

Bob Doyle, Emergency/Safety Committee, reported from the Umbrella Emergency Preparedness 

Committee.  Villages should have alternates for key emergency positions to cover for those who may be 

absent during an emergency.  GV is in pretty good shape on this point.  It would be helpful for the Zone 

Captains to add additional alternates to be sure someone is there to handle the walkie- talkie when 

necessary.  Communications are very important.  The drill originally scheduled for June  30th has been 

postponed until Sept. 29th.  All villages were encouraged to contact new residents and brief them on our   

emergency procedures.  Phil Schneider of GV has been certified as a HAM operator and will join the PP 

HAM team during emergencies.  On Thursday, June 14th at 10AM the GV Zone Captains and the EOC 

conducted a communications drill using the walkie-talkies.  The drill went well, but did show us two 

places where the walkie-talkies didn’t work as well as planned.  This is the value of drills: finding and 

solving the problem before “the big one”.  Bob thanked everyone who participated in the drill.  Jean 

Chaney added to Bob’s report by informing us of the CERT-EXPO to be held on August 18th, (Saturday) at 

the Washington State Training center in North Bend.  Registration is $30.00.  It is a great opportunity for 

our CERT people to refresh their skills. 



Bob Hedin, Pea Patch Representative, reported on the Pea Patch Committee meeting of June 14th.  It 

was agreed that Pea Patch Committee members would make an inspection of the PP once a week to 

look for possible rule infractions.  Bob reminded GV residents to try to be compliant with the rules.  The 

use of straw in the gardens was discussed.  This is a good source of organic matter but we need to 

remind gardeners, particularly in the fall, to take steps to keep this from blowing around the Pea Patch. 

Ruth Perluss, Hospitality, mentioned that GV is near its rental cap.  The limit for rentals in the Village is 

10% and we are very near that number.  There are three new residents in the Village at this time. New 

residents are Linda Conley, Deb Ryker and Dick Oury. The unit in building 100 that sustained water 

damage from broken sprinkler pipes is nearly finished with the repairs.  Hetty Watters reported from the 

Resident’s Event committee.  They are working on the new piano project for “Our Place”.  An ad hoc 

committee has been formed.  Hetty reminded us of the White Elephant Sale, benefitting Events for the 

Community.  The plans are set for the 4th of July Community Block Party on July 4.  Tickets for the BBQ 

Lunch are available in the Activities Office. 

NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Heywood led a discussion on the problems of building maintenance 

and possible solutions to those problems.  The estimated cost of bringing all the BV buildings up to the 

desired state of repair would be $3,503,900.  This is not feasible at this time.  With the discovery of toxic 

mold in fourteen of the buildings, we are looking at an additional $129,000.  Our reserves cannot handle 

that.  A Committee comprised of present Board members, past Presidents and Building Maintenance 

people, has proposed that there be a special assessment to address Reserve Fund needs and manage 

the mold/vent problem.  The assessment would amount to approximately $1,000. per unit dependent 

on the square footage of the unit. The Property Management Office would calculate the exact amount 

for each unit.  It was moved by Edith Leatham, seconded by Jules Chriest, that the Board impose a 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT totaling $115,000., for Garden Village to address Reserve Fund needs and manage 

the mold/vent problem.  The motion passed unanimously.  President Jim Heywood thanked the 

committee for their work on solving this difficult problem.  Discussion followed about the parapet 

fences in the Village.  The lattice fencing was rejected by a majority of residents and an alternative idea 

of using solid vinyl fencing is being considered.  It costs much less and is longer lasting.  Jim also thanked 

Karl and Marianne Plantinga and Jean and Don Chaney for allowing him to assist them in cleaning some 

of the fences that were unsightly with algae.  Karl Plantinga will be going through the Village spotting 

more problems with the fences.  Volunteers are welcome to do cleaning.  Ruth Perluss asked permission 

to get rid of the pressure washer stored in her garage.  It has not been used by many and it does have 

repair needs.. Permission granted.  Jim spoke of the use of water.  Water expense is huge for the Village 

and according to Don Chaney, who has consulted with the water district, the cost may be doubled.  

There was an extensive leak in Buildings 103-104.  The residents were not aware of it as it was under the 

buildings.  There is to be NO CAR WASHING!  If your meter has excessive use, you can be charged for the 

excess. 

 Jim thanked Laurine Schnieder and Sharry Williams for this morning’s refreshments.  The next meeting 

will be July 16,2012. 

Submitted by Joan King, Secretary 



 

 

 


