
GARDEN  VILLAGE  MINUTES       October  15, 2012 

The meeting was called to order by President, Jim Heywood.  A quorum was established.  The minutes 

were approved as published.  The Treasurer, Jules Chriest reported $50,406. in the Operating Fund and 

$159,548. in the Reserve Fund.  Jules also informed us that there will be $61,000 additional cost to the  

mold problems in four of the affected buildings.  Some of the mold has moved out into other areas of 

the attics.  The monies from the village assessment are being paid in a timely fashion. 

Ewert Hilgemann, Community Manager,  began his report with an update on the landscaping.  The 

planting of replacements for plants and trees that have died over the summer will be after we get a 

good measure of rain.  Irrigation has been turned off and the lines are being winterized.  He reminded 

everyone about the blowers used in leaf collection, are noisy and drivers need to be especially cautious 

around the workers.  Ewert explained the delay in the pool opening.  To be in compliance with new state 

guidelines on pools, we needed to install new drains, in addition to the work already planned.  There are 

still bears in the area.  A mother and three cubs have been spotted in the lower areas of the nature trail.  

Caution should be exercised, especially in the lower part of the trail, and never turn and run if you spot 

the bears.  It is best to talk and move back away so the bears recognize you as a human and not 

something to eat.  Please remember to keep all foods, (bird feeders etc) inside, including waiting to put 

garbage cans out until Tuesday morning.  The Umbrella Budget Committee has finished their hearings 

and has submitted the budget for Board approval.  There will probably be a 3.1% increase in the 

Umbrella dues or @$9.91. per average unit.  The Board will be voting to adopt the budget on Oct. 23. A 

question was asked about salary raises for staff.  Ewert reported that there were 3% COL raises for some 

staff, not including  Ewert, and  1% or 2% merit raises for some staff. 

Ruth Perluss, Welcoming Committee and GV Umbrella representative, reported two units are now 

occupied;  Margaret Moorehead in building 99 and Butch & Jean Mezulis in building 87.  Ruth urged 

everyone to pay attention to the budget hearings and Umbrella Board meetings.  They are broadcast on 

Channel 8 and if you can attend the meetings in Colin Hall, there is time that residents may speak on the 

issues.  Remember, this is your money that is being spent.  Ruth also mentioned that the pool drain cost 

will amount to about $16,000. over the planned amount.  Jules Chriest echoed Ruth’s report.  

Hetty Watters, Resident’s Event Committee, announced the November 3 Crafts Show.  There are many 

interesting and creative crafts to be seen and purchased.  Plans are in progress for the GV Holiday party. 

Volunteers are still needed. Bob Hedin, Pea Patch rep, reported that by November 1st Pea Patches must 

be cleaned up.  All plants, except those that will winter over, need to be cleaned up and put in the waste 

containers.  It has been a great growing season, even for tomatoes.  Ruth Perluss brought up the subject 

of confusion about the replacement of grass with “natural plantings”.  Ewert explained the reasoning 

behind making these changes is related to water conservation and ease of care.  It is following the Long 

Range Landscape Plan and there is a map that shows the areas that are involved.  At this time, there are 

no plans for GV on the map.   

Jim Heywood brought up the subject of our coming GV Board election.  Jim is contacting prospective 

members at this time.  New members begin their term in January 2013.  The new Board then elects the 



President from the Board members.  At the suggestion of the GV Budget Committee,  the Board 

discussed adding an amount of $10. per unit, per month, to the Village HOD in order to bring our 

Reserve Account to a more acceptable amount.  With consideration of the buildings ages and the 

number of deterioration issues, it seems feasible to have a healthier Reserve.  A lively discussion 

followed, with input from the residents in attendance.  Places where we could save money were 

discussedt.  Dryer vent cleaning and window (outside) cleaning were mentioned.  Marge Robey moved,  

Joan King seconded, that we put dryer vent cleaning on an every other year basis, in place of every year.  

The motion carried.  Jules Chriest moved, Art Dusto seconded, that we increase the monthly GV HOD by 

$10.00 per unit, for the Reserve Fund.  Actual amounts will be calculated by the PMO by the square 

footage formula used for HOD. Motion was carried. 

Jim Heywood thanked our hostesses, Vi Gardner, Vi Jesberg and JoAnn Winter, for the tasty Halloween 

themed refreshments and coffee.  The meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted by Joan King, Secretary    


