
GARDEN VILLAGE MINUTES   October 17, 2011 

Jim Heywood, President, opened the meeting by welcoming back Art Dusto, Vice President, after his 

medical leave.  The minutes of the September board meeting were accepted after a correction.  The 

minutes should have read that as of August 31, 2011, there were no HOD dues delinquencies in Garden 

Village.  Jules Chriest, Treasurer, reported Operating Fund, $22,162 and Reserve Fund, $79,521.  There 

should be a favorable reserve balance by years end, providing that no unexpected issues come up.   

Ewert Hilgemann, Community Manager, reported.  He reminded everyone that yard waste collection is 

now on winter schedule of once a week pickup. The irrigation is being shut down and NLS will be 

winterizing the system.  Tree pruning is finishing up our arbor care program this year, including pruning 

of trees away from buildings in Highland, Garden, Meadow and Upper Center Villages.  Dead plants 

were inventoried and will be replanted before the end of October.  Thursday, Oct 13, was the final 

Umbrella meeting on the 2012 Budget.  During  a working session of the Umbrella Board on Oct 4, 

recommendations to cut $72k from the Operating Budget, preserving the Reserve Funding as 

recommended by the Reserve Study and the Budget and Finance Committee in earlier sessions.  The 

Umbrella Board is expected to approve the budget in its Oct. 25th monthly meeting.  The owners will 

ratify the Umbrella budget in their annual meeting in January 2012. As it stands now, this is a $160,896 

increase in dues spread over 1,008 units=4.3% or $13.30/mo per unit.  Ron Coxon has been hired to 

replace Cathey Peterson in the finance department.  Cathey retired at the end of Sept.  Ron’s first day 

was Oct 10.  Bears are still active this season.  If the temperatures are still warmer than normal at the 

end of the season, bears will delay going into hibernation. 

The 2012 Budget was presented. There are not any notable changes.  Steve Gale moved and Vi Jesberg 

seconded,  that the Budget be adopted as presented.  It was passed. 

Carol Visco, Grounds chair, reported.  They continue to work with NLS on the planting areas.  She 

reminded us that each unit is entitled to have one plant replaced in their area by the landscaper per 

month.   Steve Gale, Building and Maintenance chair, stated that light globes on the street side of the 

garage is replaced by the Village.  Work orders are requested to get them replaced.  Patio lights or other 

outside lights must be replaced by the homeowner.  The rule is that if the light does not have a switch, it 

is the responsibility of Property Management.   If there is a switch for turning the light off and on, it is 

the responsibility of the resident. 

Bob Doyle, Emergency/Safety chair, reported on the drill that will be held on October 29th, Saturday 

morning.  Details of the drill can be found in the October “To the Point”.  The drill begins at 9:00am with 

Building Captains and Zone Captains gathering status of every resident and reporting to the EOC.  There 

are new forms to make this easier and more efficient.  At 10:00 am, EOC will summarize and report to 

Prov. Point EOC.  At 10:30 to 11:15 Prov. Pt EOC reports status and requests for outside assistance to 

City of Issaquah.  At Noon there will be a drill debriefing at the Community Building. Bob also discussed 

that this is a good time for Building Captains to remind their residents to update their emergency 

information and how the unit could be entered by the emergency people in the case of no response 

from the residents.  Security has master keys for most units, but if you have changed locks you may 



need to give a key to Security or Maintenance.  Providence Point will hold another CERT series of classes 

starting Thursday, Jan 12, 2012 in Collin Hall.  Sign up before Dec. 15th, 2011.  Call Paul Brogan or Jean 

Chaney to sign up.  Other helpful information for us is regarding the gates during a power outage.  The 

sequence for the duty guards is manually opening first the main entry gate, Forest Village entry and exit 

gate open, main exit gate, then back entry and exit gates.  During an electrical power outage we want to 

leave the gates open to expedite emergency vehicle entrance and exiting. 

Karl Plantinga thanked the crew that prepared the new Building Captain’s notebook, including Jim 

Heywood and his daughter, Don Chaney plus some others and also Karl.  Jim said that is one new 

resident in the Village since our last Board meeting.  Jules Chriest reported for the Umbrella Finance 

committee.  There was a comment that the Villages need the budget information in a more timely 

fashion.  There seems to be difficulty in accessing the information before Board meetings.   

Copies for the Draft of bylaws for Providence Point Association were distributed to the GV Board.  Jim 

Heywood appointed Don Chaney, Laurine Schneider and Edith Leatham as a committee to go over the 

draft.  

Jim thanked Mary Doyle and Joan Newman for the colorful and delicious Halloween treats for our 

coffee.  Jean Chaney reminded us of the CERT training to begin in January 2012.  She also announced the 

Village Holiday Party for December 9, 2011 and the need to have some volunteers.  It will be a potluck 

supper at the Clubhouse.  Karl Plantinga announced the Kiawanis Apple Sale.  Find a Kiawanian to take 

your order.  Jim thanked the four residents that have worked on the budget.  They are continuing to 

work and to save money to bring our Reserves up.  Jim has made a study of Reserves issues.  Give him a 

call if you want to discuss our situation.   Meeting adjourned. 

Submitted by Joan King, Secretary 

 


