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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PROVIDENCE POINT UMBRELLA ASSOCIATION 

February 28, 2012 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

 The meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm by President, Bob Sansing. 
 

II. OFFICERS PRESENT 
 Directors present were Mike Shane, Bruce Eder, Fred Foster, Ruth Perluss, Barbara Stilson, 
 Jan Elmore, and Darryl Marshall.  Judy Haase and Mary Murphy (Alternates) attended for 
 absent Susan Kliavkoff and Dorothy Anderson. 
 
 Officers present were:  Bob Sansing - President, Warren Bowlus-Vice President, and 
 Barbara Korte-Treasurer.   Ginny Hadd – Secretary, was absent. 
 
 Community Manager Ewert Hilgemann was present; Cynthia Wirtz attended as Acting 
 Secretary. 
 
   
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
 The following motions were made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
  Move to approve the minutes of the Umbrella Board Organizational meeting on 
  January 24, 2012. 
 
  Move to approve the minutes of the Umbrella Board Working Session on February 
  14, 2012. 
 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Bob welcomed the audience and thanked them for attending the 

meeting. 
 
 TREASURER’S REPORT – Barbara Korte reported that the budget is currently in line, with 
 the exception of one item.  There is a variance in January under unforeseen events due to 
 the snow/ice storm and the subsequent clean up and tree removal required. 
 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Grounds Committee – Warren reported that he was happy to welcome back most of the 
 same Grounds Reps from 2011 who are continuing on in 2012.  The committee does have a 
 new secretary, Laura Wall, from Washington Village.  Jim Blazier, Highland Village, has 
 been designated Assistant Chair when needed and Csaba Fulop, Center Village, has been 
 asked to help other Grounds Reps when work order assistance is required.  Jim Blazier, 
 along with other sub-committee members has revised PR #13, Landscape Management 
 Plan and Attachment A, Personal Gardening Agreement, and presented a 30-page draft to 
 the committee in February.  Grounds Committee members have been asked to read it over 
 and present any recommendations at their next meeting on March 12th.  The Grounds Long 
 Range sub-committee, chaired by Helen Bell, is working on the 2013 landscaping budget 
 proposal, to be submitted to the Budget and Finance Committee for their subsequent 
 recommendation to the Umbrella Board.  The sub-committee should complete that project in 
 April and will then begin on the 2014 budget. 
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 Emergency Preparedness Committee/Safety & Security – Paul Brogan reported that the 
 recent snow/ice storm in January demonstrated that Providence Point is not completely 
 ready for a big event, particularly when electricity is out as well.  He reported that 
 communication was somewhat spotty to nonexistent during the event.  Paul proposed that 
 the community conduct a “Fifth Saturday Drill” on March 31, 2012 to fine-tune the 
 communications network.  Generally, the cities of Issaquah and Sammamish participate in 
 these drills as well.  The practice would enable Providence Point to practice both internal 
 and external communication during an emergency. 
 

Government Affairs Committee – Fred Foster reported that he had recently spoken with Mr. 
Kim of Delta Inn Construction.  Mr. Kim prepared a plat to include 53 cluster homes to be 
built on the pant leg (old Division 19 downhill from Forest Village) and submitted the plan to 
the City of Issaquah.  Mr. Kim indicated that it would be two to three years before the project 
would move ahead, especially since funding in the current economy is difficult to obtain. 

 
Telecom Standing Committee – Darryl Marshal reported that the Telecom Committee is 
currently meeting every other Thursday during the conversion of Broadstripe to Wave 
Broadband.  At the last Telecom meeting, Jim Penney from Wave attended to report on 
what Providence Point can expect from Wave.  Wave’s channel lineup is much better than 
what the community currently has.  Wave is in the process of a $15 million dollar build-out 
and will be tying Providence Point into their system approximately mid-October 2012.  The 
Telecom Committee is looking at renegotiating a new contract with Wave as well as looking 
at other alternatives. 

 
 Restaurant ad-hoc Committee – Stan Soderberg reported on the recommendations the 
 committee is making to the Umbrella Board.  After many suggestions and ideas, it was felt 
 that still having a restaurant on site was the best option.  This could be accomplished by 
 establishing a contractual relationship with a successful catering company that would 
 enhance the food side of our Activities Department, without incurring the operational costs 
 and management oversight required to run our own restaurant.  The committee 
 subsequently interviewed three catering companies plus two chefs, with Bake's Place 
 experience, and unanimously concluded that Pacific Northwest Catering was the best fit. 
 This arrangement would make it possible for any Providence Point club, group, family or 
 individual to call the Activities Department and customize food service for any such event.  
 PNW Catering has indicated their pricing will be in the range of 20 percent less than retail as 
 they will be utilizing our kitchen for preparation.  Several other recommendations were 
 presented by the committee such as allowing homeowners to rent the dining room for a 
 $150 fee, hiring and training kitchen supervisors, allowing outside groups to rent the 
 restaurant for a $200 fee, offering catered box lunches or dinners on bus trips and other 
 activities, and also offering prepared meal service for homeowners.  Revenue flow would be 
 through rental of the facility.  The Board was encouraged to look at the PNC website:  
 www.pacificnorthwestcatering.com . 
 
 

V. FACILITIES/MAINTENANCE REPORT – Ed Ramsey reported on the status of work orders 
in the community through January 31, 2012.  He also gave the names of two new 
employees that have been employed recently, filling open positions of those who left:  Rigo 
Banuelos and Sutin Van Le.  Both are Maintenance Technicians and have experience in a 
variety of handyman services.  Ed finished his report by giving the Pool Survey results; out 
of 163 pool surveys returned, 11 voted to keep the pool as it currently is, 22 voted for 
conversion to a saline pool and 130 voted for conversion to a UV pool.  

 
 

http://www.pacificnorthwestcatering.com/
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VI. COMMUNITY MANAGER’S REPORT – Ewert began his report with details of the January 
ice storm and the cost of snow removal, ice melt application, tree damage clean-up and 
stump removal, and tree replacements. One half of the expense will be charged to 
“unforeseen events” and the remainder will fall under “snow removal.”  None of the expense 
will be covered by our insurance.  Ewert also advised the community to acquire a plain old 
telephone (POT) because cordless phones did not work when the electricity was out during 
the storm.  Old telephones will continue to work. 

 
 Grounds – Ewert reported that the winter dormant pruning and perennial cut backs had 
 been done and that the grounds crew is in the process of applying fertilizer to the shrubs, 
 iron to the moss in the beds, and lime to the turf. Aeration of the turf was done during the 
 month of February.  Moss killer will be applied to the turf in March, followed by a scalping of 
 the grass. 
 
 Restaurant – Bake’s Place is scheduled to depart the community on March 31.  In April, the 
 old vinyl flooring in the kitchen will be replaced. 
 
 Old Business:  

 The Restaurant ad-hoc Committee recommendations will be reviewed and considered. 

 Reconsideration of an age waiver for the Florent’s is requested.  The Florent’s had 
requested an age waiver for their 23-year old daughter to live with them in a unit they 
planned to buy in Providence Point.  In the November 2011 Board meeting, the request was 
denied due to the young age of the daughter.  The Florent’s are asking for a reconsideration 
of that decision. 
 

 New Business: 

 The Dog Park was addressed in a working session earlier in February.  The Board needs to 
decide whether it should allow the concept of a dog park to move forward, or not to move 
forward, or be tabled for additional study. 

 Community Spirit & Involvement Recommendation.  This was also addressed in a working 
session earlier this month.  The Board is requested to decide if it should approve the 
recommendation from the Long Range Planning Committee. 

 Endowment Fund Recommendation.  This was addressed earlier this month in a working 
session.  The Board needs to decide if it should approve the recommendation from the Long 
Range Planning Committee. 

 The Board is asked to make a decision on an age waiver request from Joseph & Sheila 
Gonzales.  Mrs. Gonzales is currently 51.  They would like to rent a unit in Center Village, in 
preparation for possibly buying a unit in Providence Point. 

  
  
VII. RECESS – Time for resident comments.  
 
 Bob McWhirter, Forest Village, expressed concern for long-term road repair and about 
 current road conditions.  He recommended that a committee be established to evaluate the 
 roads in Providence Point. 
 Ginny Dawson, Highland Village, submitted a list of questions to the Board regarding the 
 proposed Dog Park.  Please see attachment. 
 Laurine Schneider, Garden Village, stated that she did not get a chance to participate in the 
 pool survey.  She has a family member with a UV pool, which they feel is very expensive to 
 maintain. 
 Sue Weinheimer, Center Village, thinks the restaurant/catering plan is a great idea.  Her 
 concern is the cost of meals and hopes that the 20% discount that the catering company is 
 offering will solve that problem. 
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 Nick DeVogel, Center Village, expressed disappointment that the restaurant space is still 
 going to be used for food service.  He would like to see the area divided up into several 
 areas with different services offered in each, such as a barbershop/beauty parlor, massage 
 area, coffee shop, a small market offering staples. 
 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS  
 Restaurant ad-hoc Committee Recommendation -- The following motion was made, 
 seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
  Move to accept the proposal to go forward with the Restaurant ad-hoc Committee 
  recommendations for the restaurant. 
 
 Appropriation of additional $3,300 for Restaurant Kitchen Floor Repair  -- The following 
 motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
  Move to appropriate an additional $3,300 required to repair the restaurant kitchen 
  floor. 
 
 Age Waiver Reconsideration for Florent – Bob requested that a motion be made for 
 reconsideration of the Florent age waiver request. 
 
  No motion to reconsider was made. 
 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 Dog Park Consideration – Bob stated that the Dog Park issue has become very 
 controversial and is dividing the community.  He wanted the community to know that he and 
 the Board supported the Pet Club, which has nothing to do with the Dog Park movement. 
 
 It was decided that the Dog Park idea needed more in-depth study, with build costs and 
 maintenance costs still needing to be addressed.  The discussion on the Dog Park will be 
 tabled until further notice. 
 
 Community Spirit & Involvement – The following motion was made, seconded, and passed 
 unanimously. 
 
  Move to establish an ad-hoc committee to review ideas to promote Community  
  Spirit & Involvement. 
 
 The Board felt this was an excellent idea and would ultimately help with the communication 
 of information through the community. 
 
 Endowment Fund – The following motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 
 
  Move to establish an ad-hoc committee to further study the requirements to establish 
  a Providence Point Endowment Fund with Wally Bernstein, Meadow Village, as the 
  Chair. 
 
 Consideration of Age Waiver Request - The following motion was made, seconded and 
 passed unanimously. 
 
  Move to approve the age waiver requested by Sheila Gonzales. 
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X. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m.  The next meeting of the 

Umbrella Board will be on Tuesday, March 27, 2012 at 1:30 pm in Collin Hall.   
 
 
 
 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 

   Cynthia Wirtz 

 
   Cynthia Wirtz, Acting Secretary 
 
  Cc:  Umbrella Board members, Officers, and Alternate members 
          Ewert Hilgemann Village Presidents  Committee Chairs 
          Jennifer Barnes  Ed Ramsey    Library   
          Sales Office 
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Questions regarding the proposed Dog Park: 
 

1. Who has agreed to fund, maintain, mow and clean up the dog park? 
 

2. What will they get out of the agreement? 
 

3. How big an area is to be set aside? 
 

4. How would the noise and view be for owners close to it? 
 

5. What if one dog bites or injures another? 
 

6. Who will verify whether the dogs have current immunizations? 
 

7. Who would be responsible for returning the area to its original condition if the area no longer 
is used as a dog park? 
 

8. Do we really need it with Beaver Lake Dog Park only a couple of miles away? 
 

9. How will the requirement for owners to be in the park with their dogs be enforced? 
 

10. What will happen to the water birds on the pond and in the area, that presently are an 
attraction for those who walk the trail and enjoy watching them?  Ducks are there with their 
babies every Spring. 
 

11. What about parking in the area? 
 
 
 
Submitted by Ginny Dawson, Highland Village 
 
 
 
            
 
 

     
 
 


